Morals

The most prominent and important sphere within which
the crowd's interest has been made to prevail over that of
individuals is in the relation of the sexes, or rather of
individuals of opposite sex. The loose first phrase I was
there betrayed into using is one of crowd-manufacture,
confusing the true issue. The relation between the sexes
should mean nothing else than the relation of the mass
of men, regarded as one crowd, with the mass of women,
regarded as another crowd. That relation is obviously
a crowd affair, but has small practical importance.
Very different, however, is the personal relation between
two individuals of opposite sex. That is the most indi-
vidual affair in the whole range of human relations, and
is one with which an observer from another planet might
suppose that the crowd would have nothing to do. It is,
however, in this matter that the crowd is for ever attempt-
ing to be most despotic, and were it not that the individ-
ual is much cleverer and more inventive than any crowd
can be, and is usually able .to outwit a crowd if he or she
sets his or her mind so to do, crowd-despotism over sex-
ual relations would have been completely established long
ago.

A paper lies before me, one of a thousand such and
not more authoritative, where some journalist has set
down in plain language the crowd point of view on this
question; wherein it is contended:

"That marriage consists in the union of the sexes for
"such a term, and under such conditions, as will result
"in the production of the maximum number of offspring
"capable of surviving, in each particular species, climate,
"and grade of civilisation.
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